A fresh take on philanthropy

A CHARITY BALL IS NOTHING NEW — UNLESS IT'S RUN BY A GROUP OF WOMEN IN THEIR 20s

By LAURA OPPENHEIMER
THE OREGONIAN

rom the mo-
ment you walk
into the night-
club, sizing up

floors  and
shoulder-to-shoulder

crowds, you know this is-

concrete

n't a typical fundraiser.
Good luck finding gray
hair. The drink special isa
“Hall Pass,” made with
gingervodka and a hintof
lime. Playful descriptions
hawk auction
from running gear to a
Seattle getaway. “Spice up
your wardrobe with these

prizes,

all-style accessories,” one
reads, “and get noticed by
that bartender you've
been eye-fetching every
Friday night.”

On this particular Fri-
day night, the women of
Levé — childhood friends
from Portland — host
their fifth annual Charity
Rl " 2 i '
Ball for local nonprofits. It doesn't hurt that the old:
° est board member just turned
28, Leve knows its target audi-
ence because it is the target
audience. But the ball be-
comes more sophisticated
each December as the women
gain another year of profes-

The tradition started as
a college party for a good
cause and evolved into a

grown-up philanthropy
that expecta-
tions. Levé raised a record
$36,000 last weekend, de-
spite the battered econo-
my. A bunch of that mon-
ey came from people
younger than 40, a group

shatters

sional experience, drawing on
connections in banking and
green building, beer and re-
maodeling, a veritable Who's
Who of Oregon industries.
“We go to a lot of nonprofit
events. We go to alot of parties
and shows and concerts,” says
Kiernan Doherty, who works
for a communications firm
with social-purpose clients.

“We have a unique perspec-
tive on how to combine those
things."

notoriously  hard to

reach.

Levé's 14-member board in-
cludes two Caitlins, two Mad-
dies and two Courtneys, plus
an Arley and a Carly. They
were all born in the early
19805, and all but one graduat-
ed from Lincoln or Jesuit high
schools. Not everybody was
close back then, but they at
least knew each other. Then
they scattered to colleges
across the country,

In 2004, part of the group
decided to throw a holiday
party. They rented space and
invited friends and family —
who, they say, taught them the
value of helping their commu-
nity. So the women raised

Please see LEVE, Page ©3

ok
Photos by OLIVIA BUCK!

-Juli Dobson (from left), Heather Schrock and Ryan Snyder peruse silent auction items at Friday's Charity Ball. Prizes Included a Seattle getaway, wi
running gear, wine and a painting by Levé board member Maddie Thies.

“I loved the concept. A group of girlfriends gets together, and it morphs into this grea

You don’t always see people that young raising money for charity.” rerm sorense, sxecutive diector, Friends o

o e
Courtney Francis, president of the Levé board, leads the organization's

final meeting before its 2008 Charity Ball, which focuses on making
philanthropists out of the under-40 set.

Harrstylist weaves in high drama

Mandy Zelinka transforms hairdos for two women with creative results

By VIVIAN McINERNY
THE DREGONIAN

Mandy Zelinka is hard at play.

“When [ first met my stepson, he laughed and said,
"You play with hair for a living,' " the Portland hair-
stylist says, "I thought, yeah, | guess 1 da."

On a recent Sunday at her Pearl District salon, Sa-
lon 77, Zelinka glams up two longtime clients to
demonstrate that dramatic looks don't necessarily
require permanent commitment. Jennifer Hall, a
singer, likes to change her stage look, and Megan
Coughlin, a student, wants to dress up her style for
holiday events. Zelinka uses clip-on hairpieces and
stitch-stvline technimies for temnarar: allhire

Monks sere
as fruitcake s
bow to bad ti

By ADELLE M. BANKS
RELIGION NEWS SERVICE

You know the economy is tough
sumers are reducing their purchases o
mas staple: the fruitcake.

Monasteries and abbeys across the U
where fruitcake baking is the traditic
Trappist monks, are reporting a dip
some cases, the number of orders i
same, but the orders are smaller.

“We're right along with everybody el
Rev. Richard Layton, business manage:
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